
A Conversation 
Starter Guide
AFFECT THE ETERNITY OF ANOTHER JEW

A PROJECT OF

Dear Concerned Member  
of Klal Yisroel,
In the next half hour, two Jews will die. At least 

one of them will be cremated.

It is a tragedy, but you can do something to 

stop it. Having even one conversation about the 

significance of Jewish burial with someone can 

make all the difference. 

This concise guide will empower you to have that 

conversation. 

For other resources and more in-depth information, 

visit EndCremation.org and LastKindness.org.

With siyata dishmaya, and proper preparation, we 

can help every Jew choose kevurah.



 I strongly encourage all Jews to 
support Last Kindness and reach out to 
anyone they know at risk of cremation.

— RABBI SHMUEL FEURST

Identify one person in your life who is 

at risk for cremation

FAMILY MEMBER ACQUAINTANCE NEIGHBOR ELDERLY PERSON

This person is likely to be:

INTERMARRIED OR HAVE CHILDREN WHO ARE INTERMARRIED

CONCERNED ABOUT BEING A BURDENALONE IN LIFE



PAIN FOR THE NESHAMA
Upon death, the neshama separates from the body. 
However, there remains a deep and eternal connection 
between the two. The neshama hovers near the body and is 
highly concerned with the treatment of its most intimate life 
partner. Moreover, the neshama endures an otherworldly 
pain if the body is treated in an undignified manner.

Therefore, preventing a cremation is  
performing true chesed shel emes to the deceased.

CHILLUL HASHEM
The mitzvah of burial is found in כג:כא  דברים 

regarding a person who was put to death by Beis Din. 
 Why must they be buried? Because ”כי קבור תקברנו ביום ההוא“
they were created אלוקים  in the image of G-d. This ,בצלם 
person was deserving of death, but leaving their body in 
a degraded state for a moment more than necessary is a 
desecration of what is still G-dly about them. The Torah 
chooses to introduce burial through this unusual scenario, 
demonstrating that burial is not only for those who live their 
lives according to Torah; it is a right accorded to everyone.

Therefore, preventing a cremation  
prevents chillul Hashem.

The ultimate kindness 
one can perform is 
enabling proper burial 
for the deceased.

UNDERSTAND THE ISSUE PART I

The Importance  
of Kevurah

GIFT OF KEVURAH
Almost no human being is perfect. Upon death, every 
neshama experiences clarity about its purpose and the 
impact of all the decisions it made. The realization that it is 
no longer physically able to make amends is a harsh one, 
but there is still hope. After death, a person experiences 
their own private Yom Kippur, and through it, gains 
atonement. As we know from Av Harachamim (וכפר אדמתו 

 burial in the earth is an essential component of this ,(עמו
gift of atonement.

Therefore, preventing a cremation provides  
the gift of kapparah to the deceased.

OLAM HABA AND 
TECHIYAS HAMEISIM

After death, the body and soul each return to their source, 
as it says in וישב העפר על הארץ כשהיה והרוח תשוב ,קהלת יב:ז 

 על Cremating by choice (unlike dying .אל האלוקים אשר נתנה

 places in great question whether the deceased will (קדוש ה׳
merit techiyas hameisim.

Therefore, preventing a cremation allows  
for the eternity of a fellow Jew.



 Jews are 
responsible for 
one another, 
and it is a 
great mitzvah 
to help in 
arranging a 
Torah burial for 
another Jew. 

— RABBI MORDECHAI WILLIG

The cremation rate in secular society is rising exponentially. It 
is therefore understandable that the rate will also rise among 
American Jews assimilated in that society.
Burial was — and will always be — a testament to Jewish identity. 
Cremation is the opposite.

Cremation is usually cheaper and easier to arrange than burial.
However, people willingly lavish time and money on things that 
are important to them. When buying a house, for example, most 
people will carefully consider all their options; few would expect 
— or even want — the process to be over in one phone call. Burial 
is no less important. 
Moreover, finances should never be a barrier to burial. In cases 
of need, virtually every Jewish community has resources to 
assist with the cost.

Why Is Cremation 
on the Rise?
1

2

UNDERSTAND THE ISSUE PART II



The cremation industry is a multi-billion dollar 
business that engages in intensive marketing efforts 
to promote the notion that cremation is a gentle and 
environmentally friendly process. 
In fact, cremation is a violent process that consists 
of burning the flesh and organs of the deceased and 
then grinding whatever charred bones remain. 
Furthermore, cremation uses tremendous amounts 
of fossil fuels and releases toxins into the air. 
Environmentalists frown upon cremation and 
encourage green burial (Jewish burial = green burial).

There are those who assert that “land 
should be used for the living,” and claim 
that burial takes up too much space.
However, the vast majority of land — 
even in the US — is undeveloped. If 
every American who died chose burial, 
it would take 10,000 years to use up 1% 
of America’s land mass. Land may be 
for the living, but that does not mean 
that none should be used to provide 
dignity to the deceased.

Many people believe that if no one will visit the grave, there is no point in being buried.
Although having a physical marker of a life lived brings families closure and comfort, burial’s primary 
importance is for the deceased. No one has ever visited the burial spot of Moshe Rabbeinu, the greatest 
Jewish leader of all time. In the last act in the Torah, Hashem Himself buries Moshe, and proclaims that no 
one will ever know the location of his grave. Burial has intrinsic value, regardless of who will or will not visit.
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 Our responsibility to our people doesn t 
stop during their lifetime. It extends to after 
their death, as well          — RABBI SHALOM KAMENETSKY



 You may not believe it, but with 
genuine interest, guidance and siyatta 
dishmaya YOU can make a real difference 
in the decision of another Jew. 

— RABBI ELCHONON ZOHN 

You are about to have a conversation that can 
impact the eternity of another Jew.

Daven for siyata d’shmaya. 

Ask Hashem to Help You Find the Right Words 
to Touch the Pintele Yid in Every Jew

 Treat this conversation as you would any 
other sensitive subject. Approach with 
sincerity, kindness, and an open heart.

 Make a kiddush Hashem with your words 
and demeanor. What you say is important; 
how you say it may be even more 
important. 

 Be respectful of the other person and of 
their perspective; being combative will not 
produce the results you want.  

 “Equalize” the conversation by sitting at 
the same level, and convey openness with 
a relaxed posture and relaxed arms.

Prepare 
Yourself



 We must all 
play a crucial 
part in this 
chesed shel 
emes to do our 
absolute utmost 
in bringing 
Hashem s
beloved children 
to a fitting 
kevuras Yisroel.  

— RABBI EYTAN FEINER 

Broaching such a sensitive topic may be the hardest part of the 
conversation. An event in the news or the passing of a mutual acquaintance 
can create a natural opening. Alternatively, you can simply ask directly if 
you can broach a sensitive topic. 

It is important to note that there is no template or formula to follow 
when actually discussing burial and cremation. Let the conversation 
flow naturally. Moreover, one conversation may not be enough. If you feel 
that there is room for more discussion, ask if the conversation can be 
continued at a later time, or if you can send them a link to LastKindness.
org, a website that discusses the value of burial.

SPEAKING TO A FAMILY MEMBER CAN 
BE ESPECIALLY CHALLENGING — 
AND ESPECIALLY MEANINGFUL. 

HERE ARE SOME APPROACHES THAT MAY BE HELPFUL: 

Tell them how painful it will be for you when  
they pass away, and that it will be even more painful  

if you know their body was burned to ash. 

Share that by choosing a respectful Jewish burial they will  
actually be doing kindness to you after their passing. 

Let them know you and your children 
will want to visit their grave. 

If you think an offer to help with the details of making arrangements 
or with finances would be well-received, offer it. 

When someone decides on Jewish burial it is important they commit those 
wishes to writing. Encourage the signing of a My Burial Wishes form, 
available at both EndCremation.org and LastKindness.org. The completed 
form should be shared with anyone who is likely to be contacted after death. 

דברים היוצאים מן הלב נכנסים אל הלב




