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Bringing a person to kevuras yisrael is from the 
greatest mitzvos a yid can perform in his lifetime.  As 
Chazal sayג:(׃ )מגילה  ֲעִדיף  ִמְצָוה  ֵמת  ִמְצָוה  ּוֵמת  ּתוָֹרה  ְלמּוד  תַּ
I strongly encourage all Jews to support Last Kindness and 
reach out to anyone they know at risk of cremation and do 
everything in their power to influence them to have a proper 
kevuras yisrael.

RABBI SHMUEL FUERST

The Jewish body is considered תשמישי קדושה. It needs to be treated 
as such. Every Jew that isn’t buried כדת וכדין is tragic.  That tragedy 
is compounded if the body is cremated. Ash holds no future; earth 
does. I can not stress the need for Jewish burial, enough.

Our אחריות and sense of ערבות to our people doesn’t stop 
during their lifetime; it includes after their death, as 
well. We need to do all that we can to ensure that אחינו בית ישראל 

receive the proper כבוד אחרון and work very hard to prevent cremation.

RABBI SHOLOM  KAMENETSKY

Every 16 minutes another Jew is cremated.

Cremation is a growing tragedy in the Jewish community, with more than 50% of American 
Jews choosing cremation today. 

Speaking to another Jew about cremation is an opportunity to transform the eternity of 
another Jew, make a kiddush Hashem, and perform the ultimate chesed shel emes.

We can actually DO something about the tragedy of cremation...
and our Torah leaders are urging us to do it.

Heeding the Call



In the many years I have spent working toward greater כבוד המת, 
I have seen the cremation trend in our culture grow rapidly and 
exponentially. It is tragic to witness its effect on our brethren, תינוקות 

 It impacts the eternal journey of their  .בנים למקום who are ,שנשבו
own נשמות, the closure for family members, particularly those who 
may be Torah-observant, and the relationship of respect between 
children and parents.  It impacts the respect we have for people, 
even for ourselves. I have seen first-hand the possibility of every 

one of us making a difference in these eternal decisions by opening a conversation about 
this choice; with neighbors, co-workers and people we meet in many venues.  You may not 
believe it, but with genuine interest, guidance and סייעתא דשמיא YOU can make 
a real difference in the decisions of these Jews.  There are many areas of חסד that ask 
for our involvement. There is, however, no greater אחריות than bringing a Jew to קבורת ישראל. 
You can do it.  I know.

HEEDING THE CALL
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RABBI ELCHONON ZOHN

We are all proudly considered “ה' ֱאלֵֹקיֶכם ם לַֽ ִנים ַאתֶּ  ,(Devarim, 14:1) ”בָּ
and nothing brings a father more nachas ruach than when he 
observes all his children genuinely caring for one another. It’s a 
tremendous opportunity to join with NASCK to help every Jew, 
each and every child of Hakadosh Baruch Hu- regardless of 
background and religious observance- receive a proper Jewish 
burial. We must all play a crucial part in this chesed shel 
emes to do our absolute utmost in bringing Hashem’s 

beloved children to a fitting kevuras Yisroel. Let us all assist- actively, emotionally, 
financially- in showing our Father in Heaven how much we truly love and care for all of His 
children. יישר כחכם, ותיזכו למצות, וכל טוב סלה!

RABBI EYTAN FEINER

RABBI MORDECHAI WILLIG

A proper Torah burial is obligatory for every Jew and should best 
be arranged in one’s lifetime. Cremation is absolutely prohibited 
by halacha. Jews are responsible for one another, and it is a 
great mitzvah to help in arranging a Torah burial for another Jew.  
 May Hashem bless all those who fulfill this great mitzva.



CREATE AN
OPENING

PREPARE 
YOURSELF

UNDERSTAND  
THE ISSUE

IDENTIFY

Road Map

END ON A 
GOOD NOTE

RESPECT
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LISTEN

How can you have a conversation that matters about cremation?

Think of it as a roadmap. 

In order to navigate the conversation successfully, take note of the 
landmarks, avoid the road blocks, and stay on the road.



Identify one person in your life  
who is at risk for cremation
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FAMILY MEMBER
Near or Far (a great-
aunt, grandparent, 

second-cousin)

ACQUAINTANCE 
Friend or Colleague

NEIGHBOR
Current or Former

ELDERLY PERSON
Someone you 

see regularly or 
occasionally

This person is likely to be:

Intermarried or have  
children who are  

intermarried

Alone in life Concerned about  
being a burden
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Understand the Issue Part I:
Why is Burial Important?

Upon death, the neshama separates from the body. 
However, the neshama remains near the body, and 
is highly concerned with the treatment of its most 
intimate life partner.  It is painful for the neshama 
if the body is treated in an undignified manner. All 
of the halachos and minhagim regarding care of 
the deceased focus on treating the body with the 
utmost dignity it deserves. Cremation, on the other 
hand, is degrading to the body, even violent: it burns 
the flesh and organs, and grinds whatever charred 
bone remains into ash.

Preventing cremation and providing respectful 
burial is the ultimate chesed to the neshama.

Gift of 
Kevurah
Almost no human being is perfect. Upon death, every 
neshama experiences clarity about its purpose and 
the impact of all the decisions it made. The realization 
that it is no longer physically able to make amends is a 
harsh one, but there is still hope. After death, a person 
experiences their own private Yom Kippur, and through 
it, gains atonement. As we know from Av Harachamim  
עמו) אדמתו   burial in the earth is an essential ,(וכפר 
component of this gift of atonement.

Preventing cremation and providing respectful burial 
provides the gift of kapparah to the deceased.

Painful for  
the Neshama
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The more you understand, the more  
effectively you will be able to communicate.

Chillul 
Hashem
The mitzvah of burial is found in דברים כא:כג regarding a person 
who was put to death by Beis Din. “כי קבור תקברנו ביום ההוא” Why 
must they be buried? Because they were created בצלם אלוקים, 
in the image of G-d. This person was deserving of death, but 
leaving their body in a degraded state for a moment more than 
necessary is a desecration of what is still G-dly about them. The 
Torah chooses to introduce burial through this unusual scenario, 
demonstrating that burial is not only for those who live their lives 
according to Torah; it is a right accorded to everyone. 

Preventing cremation and providing respectful burial  
prevents chillul Hashem.

Olam Haba and 
Techiyas Hameisim
After death, the body and soul each return to 
their source, as it says in העפר וישב  יב:ז,   קהלת 
 .על הארץ כשהיה, והרוח תשוב אל האלוקים אשר נתנה
Belief in Olam Haba and techiyas hameisim 
are cornerstones of emunah. Cremating by 
choice (unlike dying על קדוש ה׳) places in great 
question whether the deceased will merit 
techiyas hameisim.

Preventing cremation and providing respectful 
burial allows for the eternity of fellow Jews.



Understand the Issue Part II:
Why Is Cremation on the Rise?

Cultural Influence
Most American Jews are highly assimilated into secular culture, with 
little or no exposure to the depth of Torah wisdom. The cremation rate 
in secular society is rising at a tremendous rate and as it does, it is 
understandable that the rate will also rise among Jews immersed in 
that society.

Perspective for Consideration
If you were born a Jew, you should die a Jew. Burial was — and will 
always be — a testament to Jewish identity. Cremation is the opposite. 
For that reason, even if you are not religious, burial matters. Moreover, 
if you can allow that there is even a possibility that the afterlife exists, 
burial is the safer choice.

Easy & Convenient 
As technology makes so many aspects of our daily lives easy and 
convenient, we come to expect that everything should be provided to 
us with as little effort as pushing a button. Cremation is often easy and 
simple; it can be “taken care of” with one phone call to a cremation 
service. By contrast, burial requires making arrangements with a 
funeral home and cemetery, which demands significantly more effort.

Perspective for Consideration
While convenience is important, most people will spend extra time on 
matters they consider important. When buying a house, for example, 
most people will carefully consider the options. Few would expect the 
process to be over in one phone call. That’s because a house is an 
important investment. Burial is also an important investment, and 
one that will last longer than even the best-built house. Burial is an 
investment in eternity.

Poetic
Cremation seems romantic and poetic.

Perspective for Consideration
The fuzzy feelings many people have about cremation are the result 
of intensive marketing efforts by the cremation industry. Cremation is 
actually quite violent, incinerating the body at temperatures between 
1600°F and 1800°F for several hours. After this, the charred bone 
is removed from the crematorium oven, and placed into a second 
machine that grinds it into ashes. Burial and decomposition may not 
be pretty to think about, but they are gentle and natural.
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The more you understand, the more  
effectively you will be able to communicate.

Environmentally Responsible
Cremation seems to be a more environmentally friendly choice. 
Perspective for Consideration
From its use of fossil fuels to run the ovens to its release of toxins 
into the air, cremation is acknowledged by environmentalists to be 
harmful for the environment. Their choice? Burial. Jewish burial, which 
forbids embalming, uses biodegradable shrouds and a plain pine 
casket, and allows the body to return nutrients to the earth, is actually 
the green choice.

Takes Up Less Space in  
an Overcrowded World
Some supporters of cremation assert that “land should be used for the 
living,” and claim that cemeteries take up too much space.
Perspective for Consideration
The vast majority of land — even in the US — is undeveloped. Every 
year, more land is used  for building Walmart superstores than for 
burying the dead. Land may be for the living, but that does not mean 
that none should be used to provide dignity to the deceased.

No One Will Visit Anyway
Once, members of a family would commonly settle near each other. 
But in today’s mobile society, they may live in different states, or even 
countries. Moreover, many people have no family at all. Many people 
believe that if no one will visit the grave, there is no point in being buried. 
Perspective for Consideration
Although having a physical marker of a life lived brings families closure 
and comfort, burial’s primary importance is for the deceased. No one 
has ever visited the burial spot of Moses, the greatest Jewish leader 
of all time. In the last act in the Torah, G-d Himself buries Moses, and 
proclaims that no one will ever know the location of his grave. Burial 
has intrinsic value, regardless of who will or will not visit.

Less Expensive
Cremation is cheaper.
Perspective for Consideration
Although cremation can be cheaper than burial, we willingly spend 
money on things that are important to us. Burial is also important. Burial 
is good for the body, the soul, and the planet. Finances should never 
be a barrier that prevents someone from receiving dignified burial. In 
cases of need, the Jewish community has resources to assist with the 
cost.
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Prepare yourself
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Ask for Help. 
You are about to have a conversation that can impact the eternity of another 
Jew. Daven for siyata d’shmaya. Ask Hashem to give you the right attitude and 
the right words.

Care. 
Ensure you are speaking out of genuine care for the other person.  Approach with sincerity, 
kindness, and an open heart.

Watch Your Body Language. 
Convey openness with a relaxed posture and relaxed arms. “Equalize” the conversation by 
sitting at the same level.

Define Success Accurately. 
Success is about what we have control over - our sincere efforts; we don’t control results.  
Create a real human connection. Make a kiddush Hashem. How you act may be more 
powerful than anything you say
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Start Small. 
Start the way most conversations start: with 
small talk. Despite its lowly name, small talk 
is a great way to establish a connection and 
create an easy, comfortable atmosphere.

Consider Using a Prop. 
Perhaps you read something in the news, or 
there was a recent burial or cremation that 
you can mention. Using a current event prop 
can be helpful, but don’t wait for something 
to happen to start the conversation. 

Ask Permission. 
You are bringing up a sensitive topic, so it 
makes sense to see if the other person is 
up to it.  If you are speaking from a place 
of genuine care,  the person you are 
speaking with will probably be open to 
the conversation.  And if, for some reason, 
they’re not up to a serious conversation, 
they’ll let you know before you’re all the way 
out on that limb.

Be Direct. 
Present the issue in a few words, without using 
charged language. Whenever possible, ask 
open-ended questions. 

Create an Opening
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Really Listen. 
Easier said than done, really listening to someone is one of the most powerful ways to 
connect.

It’s Not a Courtroom. 
You’re not trying to win a debate. You may recognize the reason someone wants to be 
cremated from your reading, but don’t jump in to contradict. Speak with people, not at 
them.

Respond to Feelings, Not Just to Facts.  
Reasoning is typically informed by life experiences and emotions. Listen to what’s being 
said but also to the feelings at play. Perhaps respond on a level that does not even involve 
the question of burial and cremation. For instance, if someone tells you their entire family is 
dead or estranged, your response should not be that it doesn’t matter if no one visits their 
grave. 

Understand. Understand. Understand.
Try to understand — and let the person see it. Use active listening skills, including 
paraphrasing and asking open questions. The more you genuinely try to understand 
someone’s thinking, motivations,  assumptions, and life experience, the more meaningful 
the conversation will be.

Listen
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Respect Say Yes. 
One of the most effective ways to say 
"No" is to say "Yes". If you tell someone 
they’re wrong, they’ll likely stop talking, 
stop listening, or both. But if you agree 
with them, they’ll listen to the next thing 
you say. (And they’ll like you more, too!)"Yes, wasting land is terrible!  You know, 

I read something the other day about 
Walmart….” will get you farther than, “No, 
that’s not true! Walmart uses more land…"

R-E-S-P-E-C-T.
It’s one of the most basic rules of derech eretz.  Speak 
respectfully throughout the conversation.  How you 
speak may be more impactful than the words you 
use.

Collapse Your Judgement. 
למקומו שתגיע  עד  חברך  את  תדין   Do not judge .אל 
another until you have reached their place. The 
Mishna directs us clearly -- we are not to judge 
another human being until we are in their place.  
Of course, being in another person's exact circumstances is 
impossible. We each have our own unique upbringing and life experiences that 
influence our thinking, our decisions, and our actions. So take any judgment you may have 
and collapse it. 

Love and Appreciate. 
Fill yourself up with love and appreciation for the other person. Every Jew  is a beloved child 
of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, a חלק אלוה ממעל with a pure neshama.  Every Jew is precious.
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Know When to Pause. 
Stop the conversation before anyone gets tired.

Follow Up. 
Ask if you can send a link to the Last Kindness  
website, www.lastkindness.org, some interesting 
content, or if the conversation can be continued 
at a later time.

Thank. 
Express thanks for engaging in a conversation  
of sensitive nature.

Let Them Have the Last Word. 
People LOVE having the last word. 

End on a Good Note

A job wel l done. 
Even if the outcome of the  

conversation wasn’t what you 

wanted, you put forth effort to care 

for another Jew and hopefully 

made a kiddush Hashem 

in the process.
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Choosing Burial

Now what?
Maybe the person you spoke with had already chosen burial, or maybe 
they chose it after speaking with you. That’s it, right? Not quite. 

Unfortunately, it is not uncommon that someone chooses burial 
verbally, but when they actually die, the person making arrangements 
will decide to cremate them. If nothing is documented, there is no 
proof of their decision. 

Get It In writing. 
Encourage the signing of a My Burial Wishes form. 
Forms are available on both endcremation.org 
and lastkindness.org, along with instructions 
on how to ensure they are legally binding. The 
completed form should be shared with anyone 
who would likely be contacted after death.

Choosing Burial



Ask Hashem to Help You Find the Right 
Words to Touch the Pintele Yid in Every Jew

דברים היוצאים מן הלב נכנסים אל הלב

 

There is something  
kind of awkward/
sensitive but very 

important that I wanted 
to bring up with you.

There is something 
that has been on my 

mind lately.  Even 
though it’s a sensitive 

subject, I think it’s really 
important to discuss.  

Would it be okay to 
bring it up?

You know, I was 
thinking about what 

happened to  
________  .

Can I ask you 
something 

about a sensitive 
subject?

Would you feel 
comfortable if we had 
a conversation about 

the future?
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Speaking to a family member can be especially challenging — and 
especially meaningful. 

Here are some approaches that may be helpful:

Share Your Pain
Tell them how painful it will be for you when they pass away, and that it will be even more 
painful if you know their body was burned to ash.  

Share that by choosing respectful Jewish burial they will actually be doing a kindness to 
you after their passing.

Share Your Desire to Visit 
Let them know you and your children will want to visit their grave. Having a permanent 
marker in the world helps continue the connection with a loved one. 

Offer Assistance.
Burial can be more complicated and more expensive to arrange. If you think an offer to help 
with the details or with finances, would be appreciated and well-received, then tell them 
that.



A project of A project of 

N A T I O N A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  C H E V R A  K A D I S H A

NASCK

For more information visit 
www.endcremation.org

To take a workshop, get one-on-one coaching, support 
our efforts or learn more about how you can change the 

eternity of another Jew visit us as endcremation.org


